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Covenant

At the very beginning of the story of the Bible, God
shows Himself to be the God Who makes promises! In
the story of Noach, we find the first time that the word
“covenant” is used in the Bible. God talks to Noach and He
says: “But I will establish My covenant with you,

and you shall enter the ark— you and your sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives
with you.” What exactly is a “covennat?”

The Hebrew word for covenant is n"a, pronounced berit. It means to tie
something together, and was used in ancient Israel to refer to the promises that
people made with each other, as well as the promises God made with Isracl. When
someone makes a promise to another person, they “tie themselves to the promise,”
that is, they are “bound” to it. This is the idea of “coveannt.” God made a promise
to Noach and called it a “covenant.” In our day, we refer to the ceremony of cir-
cumcision by the word berit, because circumcision is the sign of the covenant which
God made with us through Abraham.

What was the promise that God made with Noach and his family? We can find
out exactly by reading Genesis 9:9-11:

“Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants
after you; and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every

beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every best of the earth.

And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the
water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”

God made a promise that He would never again destroy the earth with a flood of
water, but that He would maintain the life of both mankind and all the animals.
This was a wonderful promise because it was necessary for the Messiah to come.
Since the Messiah would be a man Himself, it was important for mankind to be able
to continue to live upon the earth. In the promise that God made with Noach, He
promises to protect mankind from one generation to another.

Usually when God makes a covenant He also gives us a reminder of it—some-

thing we can always see and remember the covenant He has made. For the cov-
enant He made with Noach He gave the rainbow as the reminder. Everytime we see
a rainbow in the sky, we should remember that God is the One Who makes cov-
enants and keeps them!
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Word Pool

APE BEAR CAMEL DEER DOG DRAGON
ELEPHANT GOAT GREYHOUND HORSE LAMB
LEOPARD LION HZARD MULE OXEN SWINE

o =W 4 Z2 » I v m M

are listed in the word pool. Search for the animal names by
3, going left, right, up, down, and diagonally, circling each
word as you find it. Cross off words in the word pool as you
find them. We found LIZARD to get you started.
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Animalgram

Rearrange the letters in each clue to spell the name of a Bible animal.
When you have unscrambled all the clues, read down the circled letters
to reveal God’s highest and best creatures.




Noah’s Numbers

Lots of numbers are in the story of Noah and the Great Flood (Genesis 5:32 to Genesis
9:29). Here is a number puzzle based on some of those numbers.

The number of every clean animal that God
told Noah to take into the ark (Genesis 7:2)

The number of every unclean animal that
God told Noah to take into the ark (Genesis 7:2) x

The month of the year that the rain began
to fall (Genesis 7:11) X

The day of the month that the rain began
to fall (Genesis 7:11) X

The number of days that “the waters
prevailed upon the earth” (Genesis 7:24) +

The number of days and nights that the rain
was on the earth (Genesis 7:12) | -

The number of the month when the tops
of the mountains could be seen (Genesis 8:3) +

The number of sons that Noah and his
wife had (Genesis 7:13) -

The number of times Noah sent out birds to see
how dry the earth was (Genesis 8:7,8,10-12) +

The number of stories (or decks) in the ark
(Genesis 6:16) =

Noah's age when he entered the ark
(Genesis 7:11)
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God made a rainbow to promise there would be

no more floods that covered the whole earth.

Trace the lines to finish the rainbow. Then color it.




