The Apostolic Scriptures & Inspiration
2Timothy 3:16-17

I.  The Primary Reference in 2Tim 3:16—17 is the Tanach

A. When Paul wrote that “all scripture is inspired” (mwéoa ypady) Bedmvevatos), his primary reference when
speaking of “Scripture” (ypad?) must necessarily be the Tanach, since what we know today as the “Apostolic
Scriptures” or “New Testament” was in the process of being written and gathered into a collection of writings

during the life-time of Paul and later.
B.
of the Tanach.

Some, therefore, question whether the Apostolic Scriptures partake of the same “inspiration” as do the books

II. The Apostolic Writings are Divinely Ordained Scripture
A. The Promise of Yeshua to His Disciples (the Twelve) in John 14

John 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come
to you.

John 14:19 “After a little while the world will no longer
see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live
also.

John 14:20 “In that day you will know that I am in My
Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps
them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will
be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will dis-
close Myself to him.”

John 14:22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, what
then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself
to us and not to the world?”

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with
him.

John 14:24 “He who does not love Me does not keep My
words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the
Father’s who sent Me.

John 14:25 “These things I have spoken to you while
abiding with you.

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to
you.

John 14:18 Odx adrow Ouds dpdavois, Epyouat mpos
vpds.

John 14:19 &7t puxpov xal 6 xéauos we oOxETt Bewpel, Vuels
0¢ Bewpelté pe, 8Tt éyd {6 xal Oueis Hloete.

John 14:20 év éxelvy T§] Nuépa yvawaeade Hueis 6Tt Eyw év
T6 Tatpl pmov xal UKels v éuol x&yw v Huiv.

John 14:21 6 &xwv Tag évtolds wou xal T™pdv adTag
éxelvog EoTty 6 dyamiy pe- 6 0t dyamiy pe ayanydnoetal
Umo Tol maTpés pov, xdyw ayamiow adTov xal éudavicw
a0Te EpauvTov.

John 14:22 Aéyer ad7é Tovdag, oty 6 Toxapitys: xUpte,
[xat] Ti yéyovev Tt Nulv wéMels éudavilel oeautdv xal
oyl TG xOTpw;

John 14:23 dmexpiy Tnoolis xal eimev adt@- €dv Tis dyand
UE TOV AGYOV oU TYPHTEL, xal O TaTAp OV AYaTNTEL QOTOV
xal Tpds adToV Edevadueba xal woviy map’ adTé
mooéueba.

John 14:24 6 un dyaméyv pe Tolg Adyous pou o0 Typel- xal
6 Abyog 0v axoveTe 00x EaTwy €udg GMa Tol TéupavTés e
maTpos.

John 14:25 Talta Aedainxa Opiv map’ Oulv pévwy-

John 14:26 6 0¢ mapaxytog, O mvelua TO dytov, 6 mEwPe
6 TaTNp &v 16 dvdpati povu, éxelvos Dubs diddéel mdvta xal
Omouvijoer Opdic mévra & elmov iy [€yw].

B. Important Things to Note from this Text
1.
a.

b.

Yeshua speaks initially of His ascension and of His return: “in that day....” (v. 20)
not leaving them as orphans, i.e., Yeshua is returning
the world will not see, but His disciples will (where “see” involves more than just physical sight but

includes “understand,” “know something as true.”)

2.
a.

b.

In the time between Yeshua’s ascension and His return, the Ruach will be active in
abiding with and in all those who are “in Messiah” (to use Paul’s phrase)
accomplishing a work particular to the Apostles of Yeshua (cf. Matt 28:19-20)

C. The Particular Work of the Ruach in Aiding the Apostles

1.

v. 26 — the Helper, the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh) will come with a particular mission

1




2. The Ruach will come “in My name,” meaning “with the same authority, power, and majesty of Yeshua.”
3. The mission of the Ruach in this particular case is to the Twelve:

a. “He will teach you all things....” — This must surely relate to the building of Yeshua’s ekklesia (Matt
16:18), the inclusion of the Gentiles believers into the community of the remnant of Israel, and how
this expanding formation would grow and increase in the world. The Disciples were promised by
Yeshua Himself that the Spirit would guide and teach them, so that their instruction would be “in-
spired” by the Ruach and therefore have the authority of Scripture.

b. “He will bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” — This must be the foundation for the
Gospels. Matthew and John were of the Twelve (Matthew being added after the failure of Judas).

c. The calling of Paul by Yeshua Himself is corroborated by the fact that Paul’s epistles were received
by the other Apostles, so much so that Peter refers to Paul’s writings as “Scripture.”

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spot-
less and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking
in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and un-
stable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. (2Pet 3:14-16)

D. Note the words of Yeshua as recorded by John (13:20)

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me
receives Him who sent Me. (John 13:20)

1. Therefore, if we reject the writings of the Apostles, we have no sure knowledge of Yeshua’s own words or
all that He did as the Incarnate Savior.

2. Ifthe Apostles were endowed with the power of the Ruach as Yeshua promised, and if it is by their words
written in the Gospels, Epistles, and other books of the Apostolic Scriptures that we “receive Yeshua,”
then it is also by their words that we receive “Him who sent” Yeshua, i.e., the Father.

1. Conclusion

A. Yeshua made a promise that the Ruach HaKodesh (the Holy Spirit) would come with a special mission of aid-
ing the Apostles to write the Gospels as well as the Epistles and other books, in order to bring about the
promise Yeshua made that He would “build My ekkleisia” (Matt 16:18).

B. If we discount the Apostolic Scriptures as not being inspired Scripture and therefore not trustworthy, we know
nothing for certain of Yeshua Himself. In this case, the promise of the Prophets in the Tanach is therefore like-
wise discounted, for they promise that the Messiah would come before the destruction of the Temple (Daniel
9:24-27).

C. We see, then, that the whole of Scripture (all 66 books) unite together as God’s inspired word. If any part is
shown to be errant or merely the work of men without the inspirational power of the Ruach, then the whole of
the Bible is impugned. The word of God, the Bible, must be received as a complete and indivisible unit, or it
becomes nothing more than the mere writings of men. There are only two choices: either one receives the 66
books of the Bible as the inspired word of God, or one must reject the whole of the Bible as merely the
thoughts of fallen men.

D. Clearly, the Bible is the word of God, proven by prophetic accuracy as well as by its power to change lives. It
must therefore be received as a whole, being the very word of God revealed to mankind through the inspira-
tional work of the Ruach HaKodesh.



