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Daniel
The name “Daniel” means “God is my Judge” (others
suggest the meaning “God is mighty”). Daniel lived out the
meaning of his name. When he was challenged by a pagan
culture to give up his faith in God, he chose to live in accor-
dance with God’s commandments, and left the outcome to
the Almighty.

Daniel was a young man when he, along with thou-
sands of other Israelites, were take captive after the defeat
of Jerusalem to the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. Hav- \;
ing destroyed the Temple and the city of Jerusalem, Nebu-
chadnezzar transported the defeated Israelites to Babylon where he enslaved them
as his servants. He chose some of the best and brightest young men to become ser-
vants in his court, and he commanded the teachers of Babylon to train these young
men in the culture and language of Babylon. Among those who were chosen were
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (Dan 1:6). In attempting to erase the He-
brew training and culture of these young men, he even gave them new names: ...
to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael
Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego” (Dan 1:7).

But these particular young men had learned their lessons well as they were
trained in the truths of God’s Torah. Even though the Babylonian king and his
teachers attempted to erase the truths of God from their lives and actions, they
remained firm in their convictions and obedience to God. Instead of eating the non-
kosher food of the Babylonian palace, they requested that vegetables be given to
them instead. God blessed their desire to obey Him, and gave them favor with the
officials, so that they ate acceptable food, and remained physically healthy.

The king’s officials attempted to destroy the Hebrew men by making a de-
cree that everyone needed to worship Nebuchadnezzar as a god. Once again, the
young men refused to disobey God, and as a result, they were thrown into a fur-
nace of fire. But God protected them, preserving their lives even in the fire. Daniel
even openly prayed to God three times each day, and as a result, was thrown into a
den of lions to be destroyed. Once again, God preserved Daniel’s life by shutting
the mouths of lions. Daniel’s life is an example for us: we must obey God regard-
less of the cost, and remember that “God is my judge” and He will protect us.
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Across
1. Daniel's name was changed to

4. Daniel's three friends were thrown into a
__________ of fire

7. His name means "God is my judge”

9. The Babylonian king gave Daniel and his
friendsnew _________

10. Danlel isagood ... for us to
follow

11. One of Daniel's friends whose name
begins with M

12. Daniel prayed ___________ times a day
13. The name of the Babylonian King

14. Nebuchadnezzar made the Israelites his

Down
2. Daniel was thrown into a den of

3. One of Daniel's friends whose name
begins with H

5. One of Daniel's friends whose name
begins with A

6. The country to which Daniel was exiled
8. Instead of eating unclean foods, Daniel
and his friends requested

12. Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the
___________ in Jerusalem












